2011 Year in review for TCA
    
 This has been a year of mixed blessings.  With the assistances of Sharon Van Meter, the Dallas Chapter and over one hundred members we pulled off one of the best National ACF Conference’s in my memory.  We definitely have raised the bar for years to come.  In doing so, we built and strengthened many relationships with the Texas Chefs Association as well as national networking and raising some monies for our coffers.  In addition there has been added to the Halls of the Academy of Chefs, Larry Matson CEC, CCE, AAC.  
We launched a campaign to get back to the basics starting with certification with nine more certifications over the past twelve months.  Our membership is up 98 members from December 2010 to December 2011.  Chapters leading the way in membership growth were: Austin, Concho Valley, Corpus Christi, Deep East Texas, Dallas, Golden Triangle, Houston, and the Rio Grande Valley.
I’ve made one trip to Abilene with a second scheduled in March as well as visiting the Dallas and Fort Worth Chapters.  

We must continue to focus inward on the needs of our membership and outward to the needs of industry that serves us so well.  We must take an active role in recruiting and developing future culinarians for the future of our organization.  With growth comes responsibility and accountability.  
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